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FRONT 1917 REGISTRATION CARD 

WORLD  WAR I RECORDS  

World War I introduced new warfare tactics — poison gas was used by the Germans (January 1915); the tank 
was invented by the British and the first mass tank attack occurred (November 1917); reconnaissance aircraft 
(1914) gave way to fighters, bombers and artillery-spotters — the Germans introduced the Zeppelin airship and 
the Gotha long-range bomber; and the Germans introduced submarine (U-Boat) warfare. 

WORLD WAR I DRAFT REGISTRATION CARDS 

The United States military forces were raised primarily by conscription under the Selective Service Act of 1917. 
Draft boards were established throughout the US. There were three draft registration periods and one 
supplemental. The dates and requirements were: 

• June 5, 1917 — all men between the ages of 21 and 31 years (born between June 5, 1886 and June 5, 
1896). 

• June 5, 1918 — all men who had reached their 21st birthday since June 5, 1917 (born between June 6, 
1896 and June 5, 1897) 

• August 24, 1918 (considered a supplemental registration) — all men who had reached their 21st birthday 
since June 5, 1918 (born between June 6, 1897 and August 24, 1897) 

• September 12, 1918 — all men between the ages of 18 (born September 12, 1900) and 21 (born between 
August 25, 1887 and September 12, 1897) and all men between 31 and 45 years of age (born between 
September 12, 1873 and September 11, 1887). 

A registration card was prepared for each of the over 
24 million men born between 1873 and 1900 who 
registered with the draft boards. This covers a period 
prior to the requirement for birth registration in most 
states, thus providing a birth documentation for 
registered men born within the covered time period. 
Please note: Men who had volunteered for the military 
prior to the first draft registration, June 5, 1917,   did not 
have to register, thus would not have a card. 

The Southeast Regional Branch of the National 
Archives in Atlanta is the custodian of the originals 
of these cards (identified as World War I Draft 
Registration Cards) for the entire United States. 

In addition to the date of birth, information on the 
front of the 1917 card includes full name, age (at date 
of registration), home address, citizenship status, 
place of birth, occupation, by whom employed and 
where, dependents, marital status, race, prior military 
service, grounds if claiming exemption and the 
signature of the registrant. The back of the card 
provides a physical description (in general terms) 
related to height, body build, eye and hair color as 
well as listing any disabilities. 
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FRONT 1918 REGISTRATION CARD 
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WORLD WAR I RECORDS 

Some genealogically significant changes were made on 
the cards prior, to the June 5, 1918 registration. 
Information included full name, age, home address, 
birth dare, place of birth, citizenship status, father's 
birthplace, name of employer and place of 
employment, name and address of nearest relative, 

race and signature of registrant. The back of the card 
requested the same type of information regarding 
physical description as the 1917 issue. 

These registration cards are filed by state and then 
alphabetically by draft board. Except in the more 
densely populated counties, North Carolina had only 
one draft board per county. Wake county had two. 

These registrations cards have been microfilmed in 
the same arrangement as the original are filed. The 
NC Archives doe not have copies of the microfilm for 
the North Carolina records. 

A copy of a Registration Card can be ordered from 
the Southeastern Region of the National Archives in 
Atlanta. For your convince, a facsimile of their 
request form is printed on the back of this page and 
can be photocopied. Please notice that if the 
registrant lived in one of the metropolitan areas listed 

s draft boards) specific location information is required 

Remember, these are registration cards and are not proof that an individual served. Many men registered who 
were never drafted. 

SOURCES: Encyclopedia Britannica, 15th ed., s.v. "Allied Powers" and "20th Century International Relations". 
Harnmond's Atlas of World History. 
Southeastern Region Branch of the National Archives Brochure. 
Interviews with personnel at Southeastern Region Branch of the National Archives. 
Interviews with Ed Morris and Bill Brown, NC Archives. 

TO BE CONTINUED 

RAILROAD PENSION RECORDS 

If your ancestor has a SS number of 700 to 728, he probably worked for the railroad between 1937 and 1943. 
The SS numbers were designated at the same time the Railroad Retirement Pension was set up. Railroad 
pension records are available from the Railroad Retirement Board, 844 N. Rush St., Chicago, IL 60611. Records 
may include information on wages, positions held, and more. 

From The Florida Genealogical Society Newsletter, April 1994. 
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